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Kia Ora! 
 
The last few months have seen some big developments 
for us, and we thought it was about time we filled in the 
details. First, the short story: next year we will be leaving 
St John’s, Beecroft and moving to Christchurch, New 
Zealand, where Geoff will take up the position of 
assistant minister in the Anglican parish in a suburb 
called Shirley. At this stage, God willing, we’ll move to 
NZ some time early next year to start this new role. 
 
The how and why of New Zealand 
For several years now, we’ve been hoping and praying 
that God would open a door for us to serve him outside 
Sydney. As we investigated options, New Zealand 
emerged as a really exciting possibility. It has a great need 
for Bible-based Christian ministry – while also being 
close to home and fairly easy for Aussies to enter. 
 
We decided to explore New Zealand as a long-term 
option, but then a year ago things changed a little. A 
friend in New Zealand, Jay Behan (who studied at Moore 
College from 2001-2004), had become senior minister at 
St Stephen’s, Shirley. By God’s grace, the church there 
was growing and new ministry possibilities were opening 
up. Jay knew we were hoping to come to New Zealand 
one day, and so he started talking to us in August 2008 
about the possibility of Geoff working at St Stephen’s in 
a newly created assistant’s role in 2010. 
 
Twelve months later, we thank God that this possibility 
has become a reality. The process took a very long time, 
as we had to work through a number of issues: whether 
the people at St Stephen’s (and we) believed this was a 
good fit for everyone; Geoff’s departure from St 
Andrew’s, Wahroonga last year; leaving the Diocese of 
Sydney; and being accepted for ministry by the Diocese 
of Christchurch (to name just a few!). 
 
Incidentally, you might be wondering: ‘Why not stay at St 
Andrew’s when you hoped to leave at the end of 2009 
anyway?’ Many of you will know that last year was an 
enormously hard year for us at Wahroonga, as Geoff 
endured a particularly difficult relationship with the 
senior minister there. In the end staying at St Andrew’s 
was not an option, as the Archbishop of Sydney insisted 
that, for our own protection, we had to leave the parish 
at the end of 2008. This was a decision we welcomed, 
though it threw our immediate future into some turmoil! 

 

Wonderfully, in God’s kindness Geoff Collison and the 
parish of St John’s, Beecroft welcomed us very warmly 
this year, even though they knew from the beginning that 
we hoped to move on at the beginning of 2010. We 
thank God for the many opportunities we have had to 
serve at Beecroft, for the great things he is doing here, 
and for the way we have been loved and welcomed so 
generously by God’s people here despite our unusual 
situation! 
 
Ministry in Christchurch 
In many ways, St Stephen’s is a fairly typical evangelical 
Anglican parish. There are three congregations that meet 
each Sunday (two in the morning, one at night), together 
with a wide range of ministries during the week. Initially, 
Geoff’s main responsibilities will include oversight of the 
evening congregation, ministry to young adults, general 
responsibility for youth and children’s ministries, and 
assisting Jay with lots of other tasks. 
 
One really important aspect of the job will be training lay 
leaders and, we pray, helping to raise up the next 
generation of leaders to continue teaching the Bible and 
spreading the gospel throughout Christchurch and New 
Zealand. The evangelical church in New Zealand has not 
been strong in recent years, but God has been at work 
growing a number of churches and raising up many 
godly, young leaders. Under God, we hope to play a part 
in seeing this growth and renewal continue. 
 
Back home – number three on the way! 
In the middle of planning an overseas move, we’re also 
expecting our third child (a boy), who we think will arrive 
around early November, God willing. So far things seem 
to be progressing really well for Liz and the baby, for 



which we thank God. Joey and Will are 
both really excited about having a new 
baby brother. They have nicknamed him 
‘Peevy Peevy’ for now, but we hope to 
come up with something a little different 
between now and November… 
 
Joey turned 4 in June, and is growing up 
very quickly. She has just moved to ‘the 
upstairs room’ for big kids at pre-school, 
which she is really enjoying. She also 
loves going to Sunday School, where she 
learns about Jesus and goes on all kinds 
of journeys to places from the Bible. 
Other favourite hobbies are playing 
board games (including a kids’ version of 
Monopoly cleverly invented by Mummy) 
and dressing up as a different princess 
every day. Under the New Zealand 
system, children start school on their 5th birthday – which means she will start in June 2010. Joey is very excited, and has 
started talking about going to school already! 
 
Will has just gone past 2½, and is turning into a real little boy (and he always insists he’s not a big boy yet!). He loves going 
to playgroup at St John’s every Monday morning and doing his craft. Some of his other favourite things are doing puzzles, 
playing soccer and footy (though he has no idea what those things are yet), watching the Wiggles, and writing his name! 
 
Please get in touch and let us know what’s happening for you. We’d love to hear from you and pray for you. 
 
Love from Geoff, Liz, Joey & Will (and Peevy Peevy!) 
 
 

Prayer supporters 
 

Once we move to New Zealand, we plan to keep in touch with a regular prayer newsletter every couple 
of months. We’d love to gather as many people as possible to support us by praying for the ministry 
we’re doing at St Stephen’s – and we are really hoping you will be part of that group!  
 

If you would be willing to support us in this way, please let us know and we’ll make sure you’re on our 
regular list to receive prayer updates. Thanks so much for supporting us in this way! 
 

Please pray for us 
 

 Pray for a safe arrival for our baby in November, and pray that God will continue to keep Liz and the baby safe 
and well. Pray that God will help us adjust quickly to being a family of five! 

 

 Thank God for the chance to move to NZ in 2010 and serve him at St Stephen’s, Shirley. Pray that Jesus would 
build his church in Shirley, and especially that he will raise up more leaders to preach the gospel in the future. 

 

 Thank God for the wonderful time we’ve had ministering at St John’s, Beecroft this year. Pray that God would 
help Geoff to serve faithfully for the rest of 2009, and that this will be a fruitful time of ministry at St John’s. 

 

 Pray that God would bring things together for a smooth move to NZ. Pray that the timing of the move would 
work out well, and that God would provide for all our material needs. Give thanks for the provision of a house! 

 

 Pray that we’ll cope well as a family with the changes about to happen, especially as it will be our third parish 
and fourth house move in 2 years! Pray that God will be our Rock – that we’ll rely on him alone in everything. 

 


