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Welcome Tom! 
Since the last edition of ‘Robson Family 
News’, pretty much everything has changed 
for us somehow. As you probably know, the 
biggest and most joyous change has been the 
expansion of our family from four members 
to five. Thomas Jack Robson was born on 
November 2nd, and we thank God for our 
little boy. He is a real delight, and much 
loved by all members of his family! He’s just 
turned five months, and is becoming much 
more alert and fascinated by what goes on 
around him – especially the assorted 
shenanigans of his older siblings. Tom has 
been feeding and sleeping well, coped well 
with the move to NZ, and has generally been 
very healthy, praise God! 
 
Settling into life in Christchurch 
The move to Christchurch went as smoothly as we could have realistically 
hoped. Our shipping container arrived on time with (almost) everything 
intact. There has been a constant stream of paperwork and bits and pieces 
to organise, but life is feeling a little more normal every day. Our new 
friends at St Stephen’s, Shirley have been a huge help – with everything 
from filling our pantry with food, bringing us meals, and even mowing the 
lawn and doing the gardening at our house before we turned up! 
 
We do miss some things about Sydney (like family and friends – definitely 
NOT the traffic or the humidity!), but we’re really enjoying life in the 
beautiful city of Christchurch. The pace of life is not quite as hectic as 
Sydney, the city itself is beautiful, and the people are very friendly – at least 
until they find out we’re Aussies!   
 
We’re also really enjoying our new house, and we’re very thankful to God 
for his provision of a place that’s so suitable for our family life and for 
Christian ministry. We are enjoying having Wednesdays as Geoff’s day off, 
and have been enjoying exploring the local playgrounds and various other 
activities. We’ve already enjoyed having some visitors from home (including 
Grandma and Grandpa), and are looking forward to Geoff’s sister and her 
family visiting in May. 
 
Our arrival in Christchurch has also brought some big changes for the kids. 
Straight after we arrived, Joey started attending ‘Kindergarten’ (what we 
Aussies call ‘pre-school’) five days a week. Her teachers and lovely, and she 
has already made some good friends and looks forward to heading off each 
morning. One of her most impressive achievements has been learning the 
New Zealand national anthem – in English AND Maori! 
 

Geoff is… 
BUSY WITH: Getting ready to preach 
through the New Testament book of 
Philippians; learning who’s who and 
what’s what at St Stephen’s. 
INTERESTED IN: Not getting a Kiwi 
accent (at least not yet); Getting fit! 
LOOKING FORWARD TO: See ‘busy with’; 
A week of holidays near the end of May! 

Joey is… 
BUSY WITH: Kindy five days a week 
INTERESTED IN: Reading, and learning 
to ride a bike with no training wheels! 
LOOKING FORWARD TO: Starting school 
in less than 2 months (when she turns 5). 

Liz is… 
BUSY WITH: Getting the kids into a new 
routine (of sorts!). 
INTERESTED IN: Experimenting with 
the slow cooker; making a quilt for 
Johanna’s 5th birthday. 
LOOKING FORWARD TO: Getting to 
know our new church family. 

On the way to Akaroa, 
about 90 minutes’ drive 
from Christchurch 



Will has also started at pre-school. Just after his third 
birthday (Feb 22), he started two days a week (at a 
different centre from Joey). He sometimes gets a bit 
sad when we drop him off – he misses being with his 
family! But he’s gradually becoming more settled, and 
will hopefully enjoy getting to know some other kids 
and starting to make his way in the big, wide world. 
Also since we arrived, Will has officially toilet trained 
– for which Liz is especially thankful! 
 
Speaking of big changes – yes, the inevitable has 
started to happen already: the kids are getting Kiwi 
accents! Less than a week after we arrived, Will 
would look at Tom and ask, ‘Can I give him a kuss?’ 
And a few weeks ago, Joey started her day with this 
question: ‘Mummy, cin I wiah a driss to kundy?’ 
(Trans: ‘Can I wear a dress to Kindy?’) Oh dear! We 
just have to keep reminding ourselves that we’re the 
ones who have the accent now!  

 
It has been a real blessing to join a ready-made ‘church family’ at St 
Stephen’s. Liz is enjoying being part of a Thursday morning Bible study 
group, and Joey and Will both love ‘Little Church’ on Sunday mornings. 
We have also started a Thursday evening Bible study group for young 
adults in our home, and are loving getting to know this great group of 
people. They are very excited and enthusiastic to learn from God’s word 
and this is a real encouragement. Geoff has just finished preaching 
through 2 Peter and is currently doing a series on the Lord’s prayer. He is 
also putting some time and energy into getting some new things up and 
running for the young adults’ ministry. There are some good things 
happening in this area of our church, but lots of opportunities too, so 
please join us in praying for these things to bear fruit. 
 
Overall, life is going well and God has been very good to us during this 
transition. We are very thankful to him for giving us this opportunity, and 
for the way he has cared for us as we’ve made this move. Thank you to 
those who have been in touch, and we look forward to catching up with 
more of you over the next little while, now that we are basically settled. 
 
We are especially grateful for your prayers, and hope to get better at 
keeping in touch regularly through this newsletter. Please let us know how 
we can be praying for you too!

  

 
Please pray for us 
 

 Give thanks that the move went smoothly. Pray that we will continue to settle into our new life in 
Christchurch (especially Will at pre-school and Joey beginning ‘Big’ school in June). 

 Pray that we will get into godly patterns of family life, so we can use our time well and enjoy things 
like reading the Bible together and having fun together. 

 Thanks that things have started well at St Stephen’s, especially for the warm welcome we received  
from the whole church, and a great Bible study group meeting in our home. 

 Pray that we will build real, godly relationships with people at church, and that the young adults’ 
ministry will develop effectively as (God-willing!) some new things get up and running this year. 

 Pray that we will have opportunities for evangelism as we get to know people in our community. 
 Pray that we will find time to relax amid a busy schedule. 

Will is… 
BUSY WITH: Settling into pre-school two 
days a week. 
INTERESTED IN: Jumping on the new 
trampoline! 
LOOKING FORWARD TO: Joey coming 
back home from Kindy each day! 

Family day at 
beautiful Akaroa. 

Tom is… 
BUSY WITH: Grabbing and chewing 
everything, learning to sit up by himself. 
INTERESTED IN: Whatever his big sister 
and big brother are up to. 
LOOKING FORWARD TO: His next jar of 
pureed fruit salad. 


