
Hi all, 
 
As you’ve no doubt heard, a major earthquake struck Christchurch at 4.36am on Saturday 
morning. The quake was originally reported as being 7.4 on the Richter Scale, but was later 
downgraded to being 7.1. Whatever the number, it was very big and very scary. 
 
We thought we’d send out an update, mostly to assure you that our whole family is fine, and 
also (for those of you so inclined) to ask for your prayers. 
 
THE EARTHQUAKE AT OUR PLACE 
 When the earthquake hit, we woke up, grabbed the kids and – together with Liz’s mum, 

who was visiting from Sydney – huddled in a doorway before making a dash for a spot 
under the dining room table, where we spent the next few hours. We were all perfectly 
safe. 

 Basically, we’ve escaped unscathed. There doesn’t seem to be 
any structural damage to our house; we lost power for about 8 
hours on the morning of the earthquake; we have had running 
water throughout. The worst thing that happened to us 
personally was a bookshelf falling over in Geoff’s study (see 
picture) which, unsurprisingly, was empty at 4.30am. 

 The kids have bounced back pretty well. They were probably 
more scared by being yanked out of bed in the dark and told 
to stand in the doorway than they were by the actual 
earthquake. Later that afternoon, they were out on the 
trampoline playing ‘earthquakes’! Tom was obviously 
blissfully unaware (though exhausted). 

 Mum and Dad, however, didn’t bounce back so quickly. Like 
most people in Christchurch, we’ve been walking around for 
the last three days feeling like we’re on a ship out at sea. Our legs are still shaky, and every 
aftershock reminds us of the feeling of the big quake. Aftershocks are nowhere near as bad 
as the original quake, but still give us enough of a fright to bring back the awful feeling of 
the whole house being rocked and shaken. 

 Though we’re physically and emotionally exhausted, we’re extremely thankful to God that 
we’ve basically come through personally unaffected. 

 
Things to pray about 
 Mainly, give thanks that we escaped with so little damage. God protected us very well, and 

we are much better off than so many people. 
 Pray that we will handle the tiredness well, take good care of each other, and get the rest 

we need. 
 Pray that we’ll really trust God during a scary and uncertain time. 



 As we’ve come through things so well, pray that we’ll have opportunities to show care and 
hospitality to others, and that we’ll have chances to share the gospel and talk with people 
about the big spiritual issues this all raises. 

 
THE SITUATION IN CHRISTCHURCH 
 There are plenty of news reports that give you a sense of what things are like in the city 

right now. But it’s one thing to read about these stories online; it’s another thing to drive 
around and see cracked roads, collapsed shops, flooded streets, damaged houses, etc. It’s 
another thing again to meet people who have lost their homes, or who are really scared 
about the future. 

 As everyone says, looking at the extent of the damage, it’s amazing that no one died! 
 Generally, people across the city are coping well, and those who have survived well are 

thinking about how to help others. People are coming together to process how they are 
feeling. Obviously, the long-term effects remain to be seen. 

 The weather and conditions in the coming days are crucial. Some heavy rain and winds are 
forecast, which could be disastrous on the back of the damage caused on Saturday 
morning. There’s also regular aftershocks – experts say it’s quite possible there will be an 
earthquake around the magnitude of 6, which could do really bad things to buildings that 
are already damaged. 

 There are still some places with no power, and many places with no running water. There 
are also fears of disease spreading because drinking water and sewage may have leaked 
into each other. 

 
Things to pray about 
 Pray that the weather conditions would be favourable in the hours and days ahead. 
 Pray that no one will become seriously sick due to water contamination. 
 Pray that there would be no serious aftershocks (and obviously no more major quakes!). 
 Pray that God would use this time to cause many people to think about the big issues in life, 

and that people would be open to hearing about Jesus. Pray that through this disaster, 
many people throughout Christchurch will come to know the hope of an eternal 
inheritance that can only be found through Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:3-5). 

 
THE SITUATION AT OUR CHURCH (ST STEPHEN’S, SHIRLEY) 
 In our own church, there are several people who face the prospect of losing their homes. 

There are many, many others who are scared and uncertain, and face significant challenges 
ahead. 

 Geoff has been doing some work at an Anglican aged care facility about five minutes from 
our home. He visited today, and the facility has been badly damaged. There are many 
elderly residents who are physically and/or mentally unable to care for themselves, and 
who were very scared by the earthquake. 

 This whole thing will present us with lots of big challenges AND lots of great opportunities 
in ministry – both in the short-term, and in the long-term. 



 Unlike many churches in the city, ours has escaped with very little damage, and we were 
able to hold our regular meetings the day after the quake. 

 
Things to pray about 
 Pray for wisdom to take all the opportunities effectively. Pray that God’s people at St 

Stephen’s will act with generosity and love towards each other, and towards our whole 
community. 

 Pray that we will also remain focused on the ‘main game’ – the ministry of the word of God 
and prayer. 

 Give thanks that our church building suffered no major damage, and that we’ve been able 
to continue with ‘business as usual’. 

 Pray that God will care for the residents of the aged care facility where Geoff has been 
working, and that the buildings there won’t suffer any more damage. 

 Pray for those who have lost their homes, or who face real uncertainty about the future. 
Pray that they will trust God, and that the words of Psalm 46 would be very real for every 
one of our people at this time: God is our strength and refuge, a very present help in 
trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall 
into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake 
with their surging. ... Be still, and know that I am God. (Psalm 46:1-3, 10) 

 
Thank you! 
 
In Christ, 
Geoff & Liz 
 
(Pics of a park just five minutes’ walk away from our place. The scary thing is that our part of town had relatively very little damage!) 

 
 


